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COORDINATION OF NATIONAL HEALTH SOCIETIES.
The January issue printed an address read at the Chicago meetings by President

Vincent, of the Rockefeller Foundation. Doctor Vincent deplored the amount of un-
related public health propaganda. He pointed out that there are fifty-seven national
societies which carry on health activities. Unlike the famous fifty-seven, however, the
products of the former do not come from unified establishments and bear no standard-
ized label. He showed that the lack of coordination resulted in overlapping and low-
ered efficiency and higher operating cost. But a more serious objection in his mind was
that the existence of a large number of specialized and unrelated units resulted in the
lack of a general coordinated plan. Some phases of public health work were greatly
over-emphasized while others were neglected. At times the existence of a special soci-
ety would lead to the belief that its fieldwas being properly covered and discourage the
proper development of the field in question.
Any person who has the interest of public health at heart will recognize the present

chaotic condition of the field and the need of better team-play for public health.
To this end Doctor Frankel, president of the American Public Health Association,

will ask the presidents of the various health societies to appoint delegates to a con-
ference to be held at Atlantic City, New Jersey, early in June. The National Confer-
ence of Social Workers meets in that city June 1-8 and the American Medical Associa-
tion June 9-13. It is expected that the various societies will be well represented.
The association is likewise issuing invitations to the national societies which conduct

conventions to meet in cooperation with the American Public Health Association in
New Orleans in October. Doubtless joint meetings can be arranged which will
emphasize the advantages of unification from the convention standpoint.

In calling these meetings the American Public Health Association presents no
specified plan, feeling that it is better to have the conference itself develop a program
than to have any one society present a plan. A. W. H.

NEW CONSTITUTION OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH
ASSOCIATION.

Following the editorials in this issue is found a revised constitution of the association
as adopted at the Chicago meetings. The Executive Committee has expressed the
hope that all members of the association familiarize themselves with this. The gist
of the more important provisiofis follows:
The object of the association is to protect and promote public and personal health.

Persons and organizations in the United States and countries and islands adjacent
thereto are eligible to membership.
The governing body of the association is the Board of Directors which consists of

representatives elected by the association and by affiliated state health societies. The
terms of directors are for three years and expire in rotation.
Membership is of five kinds: (1) Members; (2) Associate members; (3) Honorary

members; (4) Corporate members; (5) Sustaining members.
Active members pay $5 per year and receive the JOURNAL and full association pri-

vileges. Associate pay only $1. This membership was established for members of
state health organizations who did not desire the JOURNAL. The corporate and
sustaining memberships bear minimum dues of $50 each and enable those who wish to
contribute to the support of the association to do so.
The Executive Committee, of which the president, treasurer, and secretary are mem-

bers, conducts the executive work of the association.
The revision of the constitution grants very broad powers to the Board of Directors,

including the election of the officers, the determining the time of meetings, and the adop-
tion of fundamental policies. The general membership of the association is, therefore,
relieved of the tedium of discussing and settling business policies which require careful
thought, some specialized knowledge, and time, which can be with difficulty spared
from the scientific meetings.
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Experience showed that whereas the election of the Advisory Council consumed much
time and energy, that body did not function very well. Therefore, the Advisory Coun-
cil was abolished and the election of officers placed in the hands of the Board of Direc-
tors, which, being a continuous body, can choose more logically than an emergency
body elected for the purpose.

It was felt best to facilitate amendments to the constitution and by-laws. There-
fore, amendments to the constitution instead of having to wait more than a full year
may now be made by the Board of Directors after a notice published thirty days or
more before the annual meeting at which action is to be taken. The by-laws may be
revised at any annual meeting after twenty-four hours' notice.
With its new form of government the association will be able to function more

smoothly and efficiently than before.
With this introduction the reader is referred to the constitution itself which is short

and easy to read. A. W. H.

HONORS TO CAPTAIN GUNN
Reports from Paris note that Dr. Livingston Farrand, director of the health educa-

tion campaign and anti-tuberculosis work in France, has been niade an officer of the
Legion of Honor, while Selskar M. Gunn of Boston, former secretary of the American
Public Health Association, and Alexander Miller have been made Knights of the
Legion of Honor.

Professor Gunn was born in London, in May, 1883, and was graduated at Kensing-
ton Park College in 1900. At the completion of his studies he came to this- country
and entered Massachusetts Institute of Technology, from which he received the degree
of S. B. in 1905. Since that time he has been a prominent figiure in varied lines of
health work. During 1905 and 1906 he was bacteriologist for the Boston Biochemical
Laboratory, going thence to Iowa as bacteriologist of the State Board of Health and
lecturer in the University of the State of Iowa. Next he was appointed health officer at
Orange, N. J. Since 1911 he has been in Boston. He was assistant and afterwards as-
sociate professor of bacteriology at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and in
addition during 1912-1914 held the same position at Sinuons College. Meanwhile he
was secretary of the American Public Health Association and editor of the JOURNAL,
from which position he went to France in 1917. He was also, for a period, director of
Public Health Education for the State Board of Health of Massachusetts,deliveting
many lectures throughout the state. He served in 1912 as assistant secretary-general
of the Fifteenth International Exposition of Demography and Hygiene and incident-
ally has been a member of many important health bodies and committees.

His work in France has been in connection with the International Health Board, the
Red Cross, and the French Government, in introducing American methods adapted to
the psychology of the country, in the interests of anti-tuberculosis work and the les-
sening of infant mortality. Those returning from France give him the title of captain
and accord to his work the highest praise. R.

INCORPORATION OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION.
One of the important matters of special business transacted at the meeting in Chi-

cago was the formal acceptance by the association of incorporation under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. This will place the American Public Health
Association on a footing quite different from that of the past since it is now legally en-
titled to receive gifts or bequests. There will now be the opportunity for those who are
interested in the advancement of public health and of public health education to make
their interest active and effective through contributions to the important matters rel-
ative to the health of the people that the Association is developing and will continue
to develop as the need for them is made evident.
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